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(1) Not to resort to force

(2) To end hostilities definitively

(3) To provide free access for humanitarian 
aid

(4) Georgian military forces will have to 
withdraw to their usual bases

(5) Russian military forces will have to 
withdraw to the lines held prior to the 
outbreak of hostilities. While waiting for 
an international mechanism, Russian 
forces will implement additional security 
measures

(6) Opening of international talks on the 
security and stability arrangements in 
Abkhazia and South Ossetia

SIX-POINT 
AGREEMENT



Mandate (15 September 2008): 

 STABILISATION
 NORMALISATION
 CONFIDENCE BUILDING
 INFORMING EU POLICY

 Last strategic review in May 2018
 Mission mandate extended to 

December 2020

MANDATE



SECTION
NAME

EUMM
AREA OF 
RESPONSIBILITY 3 Field Offices and 

Headquarters

Average 15 patrols per day

Over 65,000 patrols since the 
beginning of the Mission



320
206 international staff  

114 local staff 
26 EU Member States



v

WHAT DOES EUMM MONITOR?
• Security and military actors
• Freedom of Movement
• ‘Borderisation’
• Detentions
• Access to land
• …



SITUATION ON THE GROUND



SOCIO-
ECONOMIC 
CONTEXT

ABKHAZIA
SOUTH OSSETIA

240,000

138 million Euros
45% provided by RF (62 million Euros) 

Budget 2018 

35,000 (estimate)

53,000 (census 2015)

110 million Euros
87% provided by RF (96 million Euros) 

TAT

3.7 million (2016)

4.05 billion EurosBudget 2018 

Budget 2018 



RUSSIAN 
FORCES IN 
BREAKAWAY 
REGIONS

ABKHAZIA SOUTH OSSETIA

Russian Federation Armed Forces
• 7th Army Base in Gudauta

Russian Federation FSB border guard service
• 19 bases

Russian Federation Armed Forces
• 4th Army Base in Tskhinvali

Russian Federation FSB border guard service
• 19 bases

RUSSIAN 
SOUTHERN 
MILITARY 
DISTRICT
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‘BORDERISATION’

ABL
148 km, of which 62 km in 
non-mountainous areas

Main ‘borderisation’ 
elements:
 Fences (32 km observed)
 Earth berms, ditches
 Surveillance systems
 RF border guard / military 

observation posts ABL
380 km, of which 150 km in non-
mountainous areas

Main ‘borderisation’ elements
 Fences (more than 60 km)
 Approximately 200 ‘border’ 

signs
 Surveillance systems 

(19 km)
 RF border guard / military 

observation posts



FREEDOM OF 
MOVEMENT –
CONTROLLED 
CROSSING POINTS

ABKHAZIA SOUTH OSSETIA

400
350

100

2500
ENGURI BRIDGE

SABERIO

NABAKEVI
MEORE OTOBAIA

400

MOSABRUNI

SINAGURI

KARZMANI

Around 2,600 people cross the ABL per day 

People also cross at uncontrolled crossing points

12 ZARDIANTKARI

Around 450 people cross the ABL per day 

Ergneti crossing point used for emergency medical 
crossings and release of detainees 

ERGNETI

15-20



CROSSING REGIME



DETENTIONS

ABKHAZIA SOUTH OSSETIA

Approximately 4 people 
detained per month (including 
group detentions)

The Mission does not receive 
information about all detentions

597 615

364 356 319

115

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Number of reported detentions in 
Abkhazia by year 

Approximately 10
people detained per 
month

Functioning information 
exchange about 
detainees via the hotline

229

108
190 153 163 140 120

0 0

331

493

265

549 514

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Number of detentions in South Ossetia by year (reported 
vs. according to ‘official’ statistics

Reported "Official" statistics



 Geneva International Discussions (GID), co-chaired by UN, OSCE, and EU, 4 times per year

 Incident Prevention and Response Mechanism (IPRM) in Ergneti and Gali, monthly; ‘technical’ meetings

 Confidence Building Facility (EUR 180,000 per year)

Building confidence between parties 
through liaison, facilitation of contacts 
and project financing

CONFIDENCE 
BUILDING



EUMM Hotline

1,783 activations from January 2018 to the present

average of 6.15 calls per day
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All Hotline Activations since 2011

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Hotline Activations, January 2018 - Present

Detentions Early Warning

Explosions/Shootings Gatherings by the ABL

Medical Crossings Borderisation Activities

Alleged ABL Violations Helicopter Flights

IPRM and meetings Other



QUESTIONS ?



Stay in touch with us on Facebook…
/eumm.geo

…or visit us at www.eumm.eu

THANK YOU



EEAS East Stratcom Task Force

EU’s strategic communication 
vis-à-vis it’s Eastern 

Neighbourhood

Anneli Kimber





Our mandate

European Council, March, 2015



Raise awareness 
& debunk

Step up 
communication

Ensure media 
plurality



EU vs DISINFORMATION
CAMPAIGN

Launched in late 2015

Flagship product:



Analysis of trends 
and hot topics

Top 6 countries: US, 
Germany, UK, NL, Ukraine 

and Russia
Weekly Disinformation 

Review published

4,400+ disinformation cases 
debunked

euvsdisinfo.eu



euvsdisinfo.eu

Traffic in total:



@euvsdisinfo

For specialist, 
expert 
audiences, 
media, policy 
makers

EUvsDisinformation

For younger, 
less 
knowledgeable 
audiences:

Newsletter in 
English and 
Russian

For dedicated 
followers, 
researchers, 
Member State 
representatives,  
governments, 
EU institutions

Social media outreach



Media
• Background briefings resulting in 

publications
• Weeks before US elections: 10 outlets a 

day, other goverments have followed

Academia
• Keynote speakers
• Invitations to all major conferences, 

seminars on disinformation & hybrid 
threats

MS/ EU institutions
• Internal  briefings
• Trainings
• New EU-wide action plan by Dec 18

Influencing discourse



In 2018, the ESTF was assigned a 
dedicated €1.1 million budget in 
the form of the Preparatory 
Action 'StratCom Plus'

Greater emphasis on the bigger 
picture and longer-term 
narratives

Preparatory Action 'StratCom Plus'

More professional and 
technical monitoring of the 
information space in the 
Eastern Partnership countries 
and of Russian media



Raise awareness 
& debunk

Step up 
communication

Ensure media 
plurality



WHAT HAS CHANGED?
BEFORE

Information
• Specific format

Media
• Experience
• Interest
• Follow-up

People
• Don't have time
• Easy text
• Not interested if 

not relevant
• Will not follow-

up



Information
• Specific format

People
• People are in 

charge
• Don't have time
• Easy text
• Not interested if 

not relevant
• Will not follow-up

WHAT HAS CHANGED?
NOW



THE EFFECT

Direct 
communication 
with the public 

IS EASIER, but it is 
faster & institutions 

are not in charge

Institutions 
need to 

develop new 
skills 

Institutions 
have to stand 
out with clear 

messages
Institutions 

have to make 
news



REACTIVE
• Easy & passive
• Sit and wait what comes your 

way
• Something always will, be 

prepared (usually negative)

PROACTIVE (strategy & 
campaigns)
• Complicated & active
• Know and follow your area(s)
• Plan
• Prepare
• Execute
• Follow up

Reactive vs proactive approach



Developing
communication 
strategies with 

delegations

Pooling 
resources for 
professional 

comms

Trainings, 
workshops

Working 
with 

governments

Improving EU 
project 

communication



And we do campaigning

Georgia: getting more positive 
engagement on Facebook

Three months on all metro 
stations’ screens in Minsk and 

in the busstops in regions

“Moving Forward Together” in 
Ukraine in collaboration with 
EUDEL & professional agency

Armenia: campaign on 
sensitive issues brings together 

EU, GOV & civil  society





EaP Summit campaign

Unified 
approach 

maximising the 
impact, strong 

messages

Focusing on 
political, topical 

& young
audiences in
the partner 
countries

Factsheets with
tangible
benefits, 

infographics for
social media, 

videoclips, 
press trips to 

events

Information 
available online 

in English, 
Russian, in all 

EU and EaP 
languages

Engaging with 
the youth 

during special 
events

Debunking 
myths in the EU 
together with 
the EC REPS



Launching today on 18 October in Russia

Launch of the campaign on 
Erasmus+ information day

Dedicated website with step-
by-step information

Four video clips of people 
who have been part of the 

programme

Social media clips that will be 
be used by Meduza



Launching today on 18 October in Russia



Reaching out to new audiences

Two trips of Georgian & Azerbaijani clergy 
resulting in closer cooperation

Young European Ambassadors: by now 550 friends of the EU across the 
EaP. YEA programme is managed by EU Neighbours East project



Raise awareness 
& debunk disinfo

Step up positive 
communication

Support media 
plurality



Supporting European Endowment for 
Democracy

Steering the Open Media Hub project

Developing new regional actions beyond 
2020 to focus on business capacity building

Working closely with the European Commission, 
the DG for Neighbourhood and Enlargement:



More money available for media support

EaP Business Media Forum in February 2019

Helping EU Delegations conduct media-support 
activities and offering them consultancy

Working closely with the EU delegations in 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, 
the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine:



EU speaks Russian from Brussels

East Stratcom launched and maintains 
the EEAS website in Russian:

Immediate translation of EU 
news into Russian for the website 
www.eeas.europa/ru 

Creation and management 
of network of Russian 
speaking journalists

Real time news alerts for 
journalists, subscription 
available on the website



https://twitter.com/EUvsDisinfo
https://www.facebook.com/EUvsDisinfo/

https://euvsdisinfo.eu/
stratcom-east@eeas.europa.eu

Contacts



EU Training Mission in Mali
(EUTM Mali) 

LTC K.KHARSHILADZEOct 
17 -18 OCT 2018

LTC K.KHARSHILADZE



• Executed and Current Missions
• About Mali
• Mission Background
• Mandate and Objectives
• The EU's comprehensive approach
• Activities
• Political control and strategic direction
• Military direction
• Challenges
• Question

 Recommandations

Agenda



EUFOR RCA  
2014-2015

EUMAM RCA (IRT) 
2016

KFOR 
1999-2008 

OIF 
2003-2008   

ISAF 
2004-2014

UNAMA
2015 – 2018 (JAN)

Participation at International Missions
(KFOR, OIF, ISAF, UNAMA, EUFOR RCA, EUMAM RCA)



RSM 
2015 – till now

EUTM RCA 
2017 – till now

EUTM Mali 
2016 – till now

Afghanistan

MALI

RCA

Participation at International Missions
(RSM, EUTM Mali, EUTM RCA)

CURRENT OPRATIONS



Georgian Troop Contribution 

№ Mission time Pax
1 Kosovo Force (KFOR) 1999 - 2008 2 259
2 Operation “Iraqi Freedom” 

(OIF) 
2003 - 2008 8 495

3 International Security
Assistance Force (ISAF)

2004 - 2014 11 749

4 EUTM  Republic of the 
central Africa (RCA)

2014 – till now 356

5 EUTM MALI 2016 – till now 6
6 Resolute Support Mission 

(RSM)
2015 – till now 4400

27 265



EU Training Mission in Mali
(EUTM Mali)



EU Training Mission in Mali
(EUTM Mali)

Republic of Mali, is a landlocked country in West Africa, a region geologically
identified with the West African Craton. Mali is the eighth-largest country in
Africa, with an area of just over 1,240,000 square kilometers (480,000 sq mi). The
population of Mali is 18 million. Its capital is Bamako.
The country's economy centers on agriculture and mining. Some of Mali's
prominent natural resources include gold, being the third largest producer of gold
in the African continent, and salt.

Present-day Mali was once part of three West African Empire that controlled
trans-Saharan trade: the Ghana Empire, the Mali Empire, and the Songhai
Empire. in 1300, the Mali Empire covered an area about twice the size of modern-
day France and stretched to the west coast of Africa.



EU Training Mission in Mali
(EUTM Mali)

In the late 19th century, during the Scramble for Africa, France seized control of
Mali, making it a part of French Sudan. French Sudan (then known as the
Sudanese Republic) joined with Senegal in 1959, achieving independence in
1960 as the Mali Federation. Shortly thereafter, following Senegal's withdrawal
from the federation, the Sudanese Republic declared itself the independent
Republic of Mali. After a long period of one-party rule, a coup in 1991 led to the
writing of a new constitution and the establishment of Mali as a democratic, multi-
party state.

In January 2012, an armed conflict broke out in Northern Mali, in which Tuareg
rebels took control of a territory in the north, and in April declared the secession of
a new state, Azawad.



EU Training Mission in Mali
(EUTM Mali)

The conflict was complicated by a military coup that took place in March and later 
fighting between Tuareg and rebels. In response to territorial gains, the French 
military launched “Operation Serval” in January 2013. A month later, Malian and 
French forces recaptured most of the north.

Since 2013 The President of the Republic of Mali – Ibrahim Boubacar Keita.



Mission Background
The restoration of security and lasting peace in Mali is a major issue for the stability of

the Sahel region and, in the wider sense, for Africa and Europe. On 18 February 2013, at the
request of the Malian authorities, and in accordance with international decisions on the
subject, in particular United Nations Security Council Resolution 2085 (2012), the European
Union launched a training mission for Malian armed forces, EUTM Mali. Today in this
mission more than 27 States are contributing with military personnel is currently under the
command of Brigadier General MILLAN ENRIQUE.

• One military personnel on six month rotational basis.
• 2018 May - 4th Mandate
• Continue Participating (6th rotation)  the Mission.

EU Training Mission in Mali
(EUTM Mali)



Mandate and Objectives
The European Union's objective in Mali is to support Malian efforts to: 
• (a) Fully restore constitutional and democratic order through the implementation of the 

road-map adopted on 29 January by the National Assembly;
• (b) Help the Malian authorities to exercise fully their sovereignty over the whole of the 

country;
• (c) Neutralize organized crime and terrorist threats.

The EU's comprehensive approach
• The EU is implementing a comprehensive approach to the crisis in the Sahel region. In March

2011, the Council welcomed the presentation of an EU Strategy for Security and
Development in the region. That strategy is based notably on the fact that development and
security are closely linked and can be mutually reinforcing, but also on the fact that the
solution to the complex crisis afflicting the Sahel demands a regional response

EU Training Mission in Mali
(EUTM Mali)



Activities

The aim of the mission is to support the rebuilding of the Malian armed forces and to meet 
their operational needs by:
- providing expertise and advice, in particular as regards operational and organic command, 
logistic support, human resources, operational preparation and intelligence;
- training combat units at the Koulikoro training camp.

• The training of the Malian units contains modules on the international humanitarian law and 
human rights, as well as on the protection of the civilian populations.

EU Training Mission in Mali
(EUTM Mali)



Activities

• The mission is not involved in combat operations.
• The headquarters of the mission is located at Bamako and the training is carried out at 

Koulikoro (60 km north-east of Bamako). Initially, the mission's second mandate is 24 
months. Around 200 instructors have been deployed in Koulikoro training camp, as well as 
support staff and a protection force. 

EU Training Mission in Mali
(EUTM Mali)



Political control and strategic direction
• Under the responsibility of the Council and of the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs
and Security Policy, the Political and Security Committee (PSC) will exercise the political control and
strategic direction of the European Union military mission. The PSC, at regular intervals, receives
opinions and reports from the chairman of the EU Military Committee (EUMC) regarding the conduct
of the military mission, and reports to the Council.

Military direction
• The EU Military Committee monitors the proper execution of the EU military mission conducted under
the responsibility of the Mission Commander. The chairman of the Military Committee is the primary
contact point for the Commander of the EU Mission.

EU Training Mission in Mali
(EUTM Mali)



 Tough Social and economical Environment
 Rule of Law and Criminal Environment
 Preventive medicines side effects
 Epidemic risk zone (contagious diseases not pertinent with our 

physical conditions; Ebola, Malaria, AIDS,  etc.) 
 Contamination zone (rats, meals, water etc.)
 Non-Tolerable Climate  Environment

Challenging Areas:



EU Training Mission in Mali
(EUTM Mali)



EU Training Mission in Mali
(EUTM Mali)



EU Training Mission in Mali
(EUTM Mali)



Question 
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