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APPEAL 

by NGOs on the “Statement on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the 

Azerbaijan Democratic Republic (ADR)” issued by the Executive Committee of the 

Civil Society Forum operating within  the frameworks of the European Union’s 

Eastern Partnership 

 

Baku            07.06.2018 

The Executive Committee of the Civil Society Forum operating within European 

Union Eastern Partnership adopted the “Statement on the occasion of the 100th 

anniversary of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic (ADR)”. We regret that the 

statement does not reflect the reality and is based on one-sided information. 

Citizens have the right to freedom of association, speech, assembly, press and 

other freedoms in the Republic of Azerbaijan. There are no restrictions on these 

freedoms. Everything is regulated by law in Azerbaijan as in all civilized countries. As it 

is known, a group of people attempted to march followed by gross violation of the rules 

of public behavior. This action is absolutely illegal and has been deliberately organized 

in order to damage Azerbaijan's international reputation. They could hold holiday events 

and other activities by getting consent from the relevant state institution in accordance 

with the law. It is a pity that organizers of the action have taken steps against the law.  

President Ilham Aliyev declared this year as the Year of the Azerbaijan 

Democratic Republic by signing a Decree on 10 January 2018. A number of local and 

international events were held on this occasion so far. Such events will continue till the 

end of the year.  

President Ilham Aliyev signed pardon decree on the occasion of the 100th 

anniversary of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic. The list includes total of 634 people. 

It is the greatest pardon decree since gaining independence. Instead of appreciating 

such a large-scale humanistic step, it is not a good will to try to minimize its significance 

under the name of an imaginary "political prisoner" issue.  

As heads of civil society organizations of Azerbaijan, protection of those who are 

engaged in violation of law by the organization, which has to defend the rule of law, is 

surprising for us and such kind of approach is unacceptable.  

We strongly condemn this issue and consider that showing this issue as a 

political matter and distortion of its real essence are pressure on Azerbaijan. We call 

upon international institutions to express their opinion on all issues related to our 

country within the law and fair attitude. 
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