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Statement by the Steering Committee of the Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum of
on the violations of human rights and prosecution of activists in Belarus

We, the Steering Committee of the Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum (EaP CSF), express
our concern about the human rights situation in the Republic of Belarus, including the
persecution of independent journalists. Fundamental human rights, such as the freedom of
assembly, association and speech are still systematically violated in the country.

We consider the authorities’ actions on the abolition of article 193.1 of the Criminal Code of
the Republic of Belarus as an important and necessary step towards improving the situation
surrounding freedom of association. At the same time, we reiterate that the intention to replace
criminal liability for participation in the activities of an unregistered organisation with an
administrative one indicates a lack of real political will to ensure freedom of association in the
country.

The Republic of Belarus lacks comprehensive anti-discrimination legislation and effective
mechanisms to ensure equality and to offer protection against discrimination, all of which are
basic measures that still have to be embedded in the body of law. So far, the authorities have
not shown any signs of progress in establishing a national human rights institution. We highlight
that Belarus remains the only EaP state, which does not address action against domestic
violence in national legislation.

The amendments to the Electoral Code proposed by human rights non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) and international bodies, which would ensure that elections in Belarus
are held to international standards, are yet to be adopted. The death penalty continues to be used
in the Republic of Belarus.

The authorities of the country continue to resort to politically motivated persecution of human
rights defenders and use this practice against civil society activists.

The working conditions for journalists and the media in the country are being made
progressively more difficult by the Belarusian authorities. Changes to the legislation on mass
media, which came into force on 1 December 2018, created decidedly harsher conditions for
registering online outlets as media broadcasters. These changes affect media representatives,
their audience and Internet users.

Increasingly, counter-extremism legislation is being used to suppress freedom of speech and to
put pressure on civil society activists.

The freelance journalism is a worrisome question in Belarus: self-employed journalists are
regularly prosecuted for violating the Administrative Code for doing their work, are condemned
to heavy fines and face moral pressure put on their families.
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This year, we saw the unfolding of the “BelTA case” — where in a series of criminal
proceedings, 15 journalists were accused of illegally accessing commercial content. The main
editor of TUT.BY — one of the affected outlets, Marina Zolotova, remains under criminal
prosecution.

Mikhail Zhemchuzhny, the founder of the human rights organisation, “Platform”, is in prison,
and is widely recognised as a political prisoner by Belarusian human rights organisations. In
2018, the leaders of the Belarusian REI Trade Union, Gennady Fedynich and Igor Komlik, were
sentenced to four years confinement for allegedly evading tax from foreign funds.

Belarusian human rights organisations are not included in the dialogue with government
agencies. We welcome the step to establish an interdepartmental plan for the implementation
of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) recommendations and other treaty bodies by the
Republic of Belarus. Unfortunately, the plan does not take into account most of the
recommendations from human rights organisations — which are neither involved or present in
the implementation process.

We welcome the work of the EU and Belarusian officials on the Partnership Priorities, their
openness to involve the civil society in this process and we look forward to the PP speedy
signing and implementation. Human rights should be at the core of the Priorities and the EU-
Belarus cooperation. We are ready to work with the government to foster an enabling
environment for the civil society, which is well placed to contribute to the reform process.

The higher education reforms in the framework of the Bologna process should be more
transparent and open to civil society participation. We commend a recently developed Draft
Strategic Action Plan — to the implementation of which the Belarusian government should
commit fully. The guarantees relating to academic freedom and institutional autonomy, and
their implementation, are particularly important. We call on the Ministry of Education of the
Republic of Belarus to recognise the EaP CSF Belarusian National Platform as a stakeholder
and partner for implementation of the Strategic Action Plan. In this context, we would also like
to draw attention to the student rights’ violations cases in 2018: there was at least one politically
motivated expulsion — and because of the European Games in May 2019, more than 3 000
places in student accommodation will be given to sports teams. A number of higher educational
institutions have already changed their semester calendars — which in turn, negatively affects
educational outcomes.

We stress that Belarus has not yet brought the nuclear power plant (NPP) project in with the
line with international standards — and the issue of the Belarusian NPP should be included in
the agenda of the EU-Belarus Coordination Group meeting.

We call upon both the EU and Belarus to:

e Prioritise human rights, as the highest value, underpinning Partnership Agreement
with Belarus

e To involve NGOs in projects that the EU implements together with Belarus

e To involve NGOs in consultations when planning, developing and implementing
bilateral and multilateral projects
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e To monitor the implementation of projects, with active inclusion and participation
of NGOs

e To contribute to the process of bringing the legislation of the Republic of Belarus to
international standards

e To promote the inclusion of NGOs in EU dialogue in the country and other on
international platforms

Members of the Steering Committee of the Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum
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3anenenue Pykosooauieco komumema Dopyma zparcoanckozo oougecmea Bocmounozo
napmuepcmea 0 HapyWeHUAX npae yeio6eKd u npeciedosanuu akmusucmos ¢ benapycu

Msi, PykoBomsmmii  komuter @Dopyma TpakmaHckoro oobmectBa BocrodyHoro
MapTHEPCTBA, BEIPAYKAEM CBOIO 03a00YCHHOCTh CUTYAIIMEH C MpaBaMu yesioBeka B PecriyOnmke

benapychk, B TOM uncie npeciieJOBaHHEM HE3aBUCHUMBbIX JKYPHAIHUCTOB.

B crtpane npoAomKarT CUCTEMATHMYECKHM HAapylIaTbCs TaKWe OCHOBHBIE IIpaBa

4eNoBeKa, Kak CB00O1a COOpaHuid, acCoIaIiii, CI0Ba.

HeiictBust Biacteil mo ormeHe cratbu 193.1 VYromoBHoro kozaekca PecmyGnuku
benapych MBI paccmaTpuBaeM Kak BaKHBIA M HEOOXOIUMBIHN IIAr B HANPABICHUN YITyUIICHUS
MTOJIOXKEHHUSI CO CBOOOION accoruanuii. BmecTte ¢ Tem, Mbl KOHCTaTHUpyeM, YTO HaMepeHHUe
3aMEHUTH YTOJIOBHYIO OTBETCTBEHHOCTDH 3@ YYacTHE B JICSITEIIbHOCTU HE3apErUCTPUPOBAHHON
OpraHM3aliii Ha aJMHHHUCTPATHBHYIO, CBUACTEIHCTBYET 00 OTCYTCTBHHM pEallbHON

MTOJTUTHYECKOUM BOJIM K 00ECTICUCHHUIO CBOOOIBI aCCOIMAIIMM B CTPaHE.

B Pecnybnuke bemapych OTCyTCTBYeT BCeoOBEMITIONIEE AHTHIUCKPUMHUHAIMOHHOE
3aKOHOJIATEILCTBO, HE CO3/1aHbl () (PEKTHBHBIE MEXaHU3MbI 00ECTICUCHHSI PAaBEHCTBA M 3aIIUTHI
OT JUCKPUMMHALMU. BracTu 10 HACTOAILIEr0 BPEMEHU HE MPOAEMOHCTPUPOBAIN HHKAKOIO
CEpPbE3HOI0 Iporpecca B CO3JAAHUM HAIMOHAIBHOIO MHCTUTYTa MO IpaBaM 4YesoBeka. He
MIPUHATH U3MEeHeHUs1 B M30upaTenbHbIil KOAEKC, MpeaioxkeHHbie mpaBo3anuTHeivi HKO u
MEXyHAPOAHBIMHA OPTaHU3ALMSAME C IENIBI0 TPUOJIMKECHUST YCIIOBHH MTPOBEACHUS BEIOOPOB B
Pecnyonuke benapych k MexxayHapoaHbIM cTanaapTaM. B Pecniybnuke benapyce npogomkaer
IIPUMEHATHCSI CMEPTHAsT Ka3Hb. Mbl MoJYepKuBaeM, 4yTo benapych Mo-nmpekHEMY OCTaeTcCs
€AMHCTBEHHBIM T'OCYJAapCTBOM CpeIM BCeX CTpaH BocTouHOro mapTHepcTBa, KOTOpPOE HE

IpelycMaTpuBaeT HUKAKUX HAllMOHAIBHBIX 3aKOHOB 0 00ph0E ¢ HACUIIMEM B CEMBE.

Bnactu cTtpaHel mpuOeraoT K NpakTHKE IOJIUTHYECKH MOTHBHUPOBAHHBIX

HpCCJ’Ie,Z[OBaHI/Iﬁ MMPaBO3aAlMUTHUKOB, T'PAXKIAAHCKUX aKTUBHUCTOB.
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Brnactu benapycu mimanomepHo co3naroT 6osiee sxecTkue ycinoBus A paborst CMU B
ctpane. B VYromoBHom komekce PecmyOmuku benapych ecTh miecTh cTaTed, KOTOpBIE
YCTaHABIIMBAIOT OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a Auddamanuro. Mizmenenns B 3akonoaarenbctso 0 CMU,
KOTOpble BCTynuiau B cuiry 1 nmexadpst 2017 roga co3maroT Ooliee KECTKHE YCIOBUS IS
pErucTpallii MHTEPHET-PECYpCOB B KadecTBE MeAua. OJTH HU3MEHEHUs 3aTparuBaioT U
MpEeICTaBUTENEH Meaua, W ayAuTOpHUI0 Meaua, MoJIb30BaTesiel uHTepHeTa. Bcee wyare
UCIIOJIb3YETCs 3aKOHOAATEILCTBA O IPOTUBOICHCTBUYU SKCTPEMHU3MY TSl [TOIaBIIEHUS] CBOOO/IbI

CJIOBA U OaBJICHHUA HaA O6H.I€CTB€HHI>IX AKTUBHCTOB.

Ocraercst Oone3HeHHON Tema paldOoThl JKYpHAJIHUCTOB-(QPUIAHCEPOB, Ha KOTOPBIX B
bemapycn MaccoBO COCTaBISIOT aJMHHHCTPATHUBHBIE IMPOTOKOJBI, OCYXKIAIOT K OOJBIINM

mrpadaM, OKa3pIBalOT MOPAJIbHOE J1aBJICHUE HA X CEMBHU.

B »TOoM romy ObIIO 3aBeneHO pe3oHaHcHoe yrojoBHoe “neno benTA”, B pamkax
KOTOPOTo OOBHHSIMCH 15 >KypHanucTOB, a riaaBHbIi pegaktop TUT.BY Mapuna 3o10T0Ba 1

CCTOJIHA OCTACTCs MOJ YTOJIOBHBIM IIPECIICAOBAHUCM.

B mecrax numieHus cBoOOJbI HAXOAUTCS YUPEIUTENb MPAaBO3ALIUTHON OpraHu3aluu
«[Tnarpopmay Muxaun XKemuyXHbIH, NPU3HAHHBIA TNPABO3ALIUTHBIMA OpraHU3alMUIMU
benapycu monutudeckum 3akimoueHHbIM. B 2018 roxy muaepos benopycckoro mpodcoro3a
POII I'eanaaus @enpinnya u Uropst Komnka ocyammm k 4 rogam orpaHudeHus1 CBOOOIBI €3
HaIpaBlICHUsl B YYPEKIEHUE 3aKPBITOTO THUIA 3a KOOI YKJIOHEHHE OT YIUIaThl Hajora co

CPEICTB MHOCTPAHHOTO (PMHAHCUPOBAHUS.

benapycckue mpaBO3allMTHBIE OpPraHM3allMM HE  BKIIOYEHBI B JMAIOr €
rOCYJapCTBEHHBIMH CTpPYKTypamMHu. MblI mpuBeTcTByeM Hainuuue B PecnyOnuke benapych
Me:XBETOMCTBEHHOIO IUIaHA IO BBINOJHEHUIO pekoMeHaauui YIIO u MHBIX IOrOBOpPHBIX
opraHoB. K coskajieHuto, B IJJaHe HE YYTEHO OOJIBLIIMHCTBO PEKOMEHIALNI MPaBO3alUTHBIX

opraHmauHﬁ, OHHU TAKXKC IMPAKTUYCCKHU HE BOBJICUCHBI B €T'0 pCaIM3alunio.

Ms1 npuBerctByeM paboty odunmansubeix juil EC u bemapycu nmo I[lpuopureram

[TapTHepcTBa, UX OTKPBITOCTh K BOBJICYEHHIO TI'Pa)KIaHCKOTO OOIIECTBAa B ATOT IMpOLECC U
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HaJieeMCsl Ha CKOpelllee NoANKUCcanue U Hadyaio peanusauuu IIpuopureros. IIpaBa yenoseka
TOJDKHBI OBITH B 1IeHTpE [IpropureroB u cotpyaandectBa EC-benapycs. Mbl roToBBI paboTaTh
C MPaBUTEILCTBOM HaJ| YIAYUIIEHUEM OJIarONPUSATHBIX YCIOBUN JUISl TPaXKIAHCKOTO O0IIECTBa,

KOTOPOE CITOCOOHO BHECTH CBOMW BKJIAJI B IMPOIECC PEPOPM.

Pedopmel Beiciiero oopa3oBanus B paMkax bosoHckoro mporecca J0KHBI OBITH Oosee
MPO3payHBbIMU U OTKPBITBIMU JUISl y4acTUsl TPa)KIaHCKOro oOmecTBa. Mbl OTAaeM JOJDKHOE
HEaBHO pa3pab0TaHHOMY TIPOEKTY CTPAaTErnyeckoro IulaHa JAEWCTBUM, BBIIOJHEHHIO
KOTOPOro OeJI0pyCCKOe MPAaBUTENIBCTBO JOJDKHO IOJHOCTBIO MOCBATUTH c€0s. DTO KIIOY K
peanu3ali, B YacTHOCTH, TapaHTUH aKaJeMHYecKOd CBOOOJIBI M WHCTUTYLHOHAJIHHOMN
aBTOHOMHUHU. MBI npu3biBaeM MunucTepcTBO 00pa3zoBanus Pecnyonuku benapyck mpusHath
benopycckyo HalMOHAIBHYI IUIAT(GOPMY B KadyeCTBE 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOW CTOPOHBI U
napTHepa o peanuzanuu CTpaTernyeckoro riana AecTBruid. Ml Takke oOpariacM BHUIMaHUE
Ha CJIy4ayd HapyLIeHUs IpaB CTYAEHTOB, KOTOpble Ipon3onuiu B 2018 roxy: no kpaiiHeit mepe
OJIHO MOJMTUYECKH MOTHBMPOBAHHOE MCKIIIOYEHHE U, B CBSA3M C IIPOBEJIECHUEM E€BPONEHCKUX
urp B mae 2019 roma, xak mMuHuMyM 3000 MeCT B CTYJCHUECKHX OOIIEKHUTHUAX OymyT
IIPEJOCTaBIIEHbl CIIOPTUBHBIM KOMaHJIaM; psiJi BBICHIMX Y4eOHBIX 3aBEJICHUM YK€ U3MEHUIIH

CTPYKTYpPY CEMECTPOBOI'O KaJeHIapsi, YTO HETAaTUBHO OTPA3HIOCh Ha yUeOHOM IMpoLecce.

Mps1 nonuepkuBaem, 4to bemapych enie He npusena npoekT ADC B COOTBETCTBUE C
MEXIYHAPOAHBIMH CTaHAApTaMH, U Bompoc o Oenopycckoit ADC nomkeH ObITh BKIIIOYEH B

MOBECTKY JTHS B XOJI€ IEPETOBOPOB CO CTPAHOIA.
MpbI ipu3bIBaEM:

e @pU  MOAIMCAHUM  IAPTHEPCKOIO  COIVIALLEHUS  PYKOBOACTBOBATHCSA
co0uro/IeHreM IpaB 4yeoBeka B benapycu, kak BbICIIEH IIEHHOCTbBIO

e Bomiekarb HI'O B mpoekThl, koTOpble EBpoCOi03 peaiu3yer COBMECTHO C
benapycsro

e mpusnekatb HI'O Kk KOHCynbTanmusM IpH IJAHUPOBAHUH, pPa3pabOTKE H
peanu3anyy IByXCTOPOHHUX U MHOIOCTOPOHHUX ITPOECKTOB

®  OCYLIECTBJISITh KOHTPOJIb 32 pealu3anueil NpoekToB ¢ BkiatoueHuem HI'O
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e crnocoOCTBOBaTh NPUBEACHUIO 3akoHonaTenbcTBa PecnyOnuku benmapych k
MEXIYHApPOIHBIM CTaHAapTaM
e cnocoOcTBoBaTh BiroueHUo HI'O B quanor EBpocoro30oM BHYTPH CTpaHbI U Ha

MEKTYHApOAHBIX IUIOMIAAKAX

Ynennl PykoBoasimero komurera @opyma rpaxkaaHckoro odouecrsa Bocrounoro
napTHepcTBa
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