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On 5-7 December 2022, we gathered in Prague for the 14th EaP CSF Annual Assembly "Resilient
Civil Society for a More Ambitious Eastern Partnership". This was the first in-person gathering
after three long and hard years of the Covid-19 pandemic which forced most of our lives and work
into a virtual space. However, this time we met during another devastating humanitarian crisis and
increased security, energy and financial pressure on the international community caused by the
Russian war of aggression in Ukraine. Additionally, the Eastern Partnership policy is entering a
new phase and should be revised to deliver to the new challenges the EaP and EU are facing. 

The 2022 Annual Assembly brought together over 270 delegates, observers, decision-makers
and guests from the Eastern Partnership and the European Union institutions and countries and
we discussed the current challenges, the future shape of Eastern Partnership multilateral
cooperation, the role of civil society and how to ensure its future resilience.

It was wonderful to be connected again, to catch up with the old friends and to make new
connections, to discuss current challenges and strategies on how to face and overcome them,
exchange experiences, and to learn from each other. 

Our diverse programme offered several lively and engaging panel debates, thematic discussions,
workshops, documentary screening, photo exhibition, musical performance and plenty of
networking opportunities. 

We hope you all enjoyed the Annual Assembly 2022, whether you attended in person or followed
our event online, and that it provided you with additional support, energy and inspiration towards
achieving our common goal of a strong and independent civil society, democracy and
European integration in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine!

Introduction

Ana Otilia Nuțu
Co-Chair

Irina Sukhy
Co-Chair

Ana Furtună
Director
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Welcome and opening

We had a privilege and an honour to be hosted and welcomed by H.E Markéta Pekarová
Adamová, the Speaker of the Chamber of Deputies of the Czech Parliament in the splendid
main hall of the Chamber and addressed by Ana Furtună, Director of EaP CSF.   
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Markéta Pekarová
Adamová
Speaker of the Chamber
of Deputies of the Czech
Parliament

Ana Furtună
Director of EaP CSF

The fundamental idea of the Eastern Partnership
is that it brings together nations that share the
values of freedom and democracy. Nations, that
have already been part of the broader European
space, nations that contributed to richness of our
continent, nations that simply want to belong
where they always did. Yes, the history of the
Eastern Partnership has been far from straight
forward, and this is the civil society that you
represent, that deserves a huge credit for the fact
that the democratic and pro-European ambitions
in the member countries never lost the
momentum.  

 

Famous American TV host Fred Rogers once
told the story of how his mother told him that in
the face of tragedy and catastrophe, when we
feel sad and hopeless, we should look around,
and look for the helpers, because there will
always be people who will be helping. Because if
you look for the helpers, you know that there is
hope. 
And tonight, in this room, there are lots of
helpers. And there is a lot of hope. 
Civil society – each and all of you – have been at
the frontline of it all. Providing help to the
neediest while holding governments accountable
and working towards sustainable, democratic
reforms. 
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Watch the video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vrdge7sWATw&t=536s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vrdge7sWATw&t=536s


EaP CSF Civil Society Award 2022

This year we honoured the brave Ukrainian civil society for their courage and
heroism defending freedom, democracy and the European future of Ukraine
and presented them with our Civil Society Award 2022 in a beautiful and
touching ceremony in a spectacular Chamber of Deputies of the Czech
Parliament.  
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Representatives of the Ukrainian National Platform receive 2022 Award 

Watch the EaP CSF Award 2022 video
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Watch the video of the Award ceremony

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yOv2_3So1vE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yOv2_3So1vE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vrdge7sWATw&t=536s


For the first time the EaP CSF Civil Society Award was financially backed by the Czech and
Polish Ministries of Foreign Affairs. We are very grateful for their generous financial
contribution. 
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Jaroslav Kurfüst
Czech Deputy Minister
of Foreign Affairs 

Resilience has been demonstrated by the brave
Ukrainian people every day and we can learn
from them, I would like to praise all of them. It is
very much in a tradition of Václav Havel and due
to his legacy that the foreign policy has in its
DNA a strong focus on supporting civil society,
human rights, freedom of media, those issues
are very close to our heart. 

 

Poland was always supporting the Eastern
Partnership policy and we believe that the
decision to grant Ukraine and Moldova a
candidate status and Georgia a European
perspective is the biggest success and I think the
future of the Eastern Partnership is to work more
with civil society. 
 

EaP CSF Civil Society Award 2022

A Małgorzata
Łatkiewicz-Pawlak
Special Envoy for EaP
Polish Ministry of Foreign
Affairs
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Watch the video of the ceremony

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vrdge7sWATw&t=536s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vrdge7sWATw&t=536s


At the end of our evening at the Czech Parliament, participants of the Annual Assembly 2022
were kindly treated by a reception provided by the Parliament and a heart-warming music
performance by Katya Gapochka, a Ukrainian musician who is currently living in Prague
escaping the horrors of the Russian war of aggression in Ukraine and who we invited to
celebrate the bravery of the Ukrainian Civil Society. 
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EaP CSF Civil Society Award 2022
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Welcome remarks

Opening the Annual Assembly, Ana Furtună set up the objectives for the agenda dedicated to
the future of the Eastern Partnership and its multilateral cooperation as the core of the European
project, and the founding element of the Eastern Partnership. She pointed that the Russia’s war
of aggression against Ukraine has exposed the need for even more regional cooperation, for
stronger neighbourly links among EaP countries themselves and among the EaP countries and
the EU. Meanwhile, Jaroslav Kurfüst reflected on the EaP policy and its future. 

We are in the middle of the reflection period.
Looking back, EaP is a clear success. Three
periods can be identified: the period of visions;
Implementation of visions, and lastly of Political
turmoil and fragmentations in the region. The
mission of the EaP now is to address the
vulnerabilities and create resilience in which the
role of civil society is indispensable.
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Jaroslav Kurfüst
Czech Deputy Minister
of Foreign Affairs 

Ana Furtună
Director of EaP CSF

Multilateral cooperation under the EaP policy
remains an essential instrument, not only
because it ensures civil society engagement in
policy processes, but also because it facilitates
much needed horizontal connections across
different EaP actors, from government officials, to
civil servants, students and of course, civil
society actors, connections that are core to build
a prosperous and stable neighbourhood. 
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Watch the video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xb5QWg_1TZE&t=71s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xb5QWg_1TZE&t=71s


Opening speeches 

Nicola Beer, Vice-President, European Parliament
Olivér Várhelyi, Commissioner for Neighbourhood and Enlargement, European
Commission (video-address)
Stefano Sannino, Secretary General, European External Action Service (video-address)
Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, Leader, Democratic Belarus (video address)
Ana Otilia Nuțu, Co-Chair of the Steering Committee of the Eastern Partnership Civil
Society Forum

A number of high-level distinguished guests addressed the Annual Assembly in person and via
their video messages: 

www.eap-csf.eu | @eapcsf | #EaPCSFPrague
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Watch the video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xb5QWg_1TZE&t=71s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xb5QWg_1TZE&t=71s


Opening speeches - quotes 
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Nicola Beer
Vice-President
European Parliament

Olivér Várhelyi
Commissioner for
Neighbourhood 
and Enlargement
European Commission

Civil Society is one of our key partners when we talk about building
resilience, they are our key pillar, they are on the first line of our emergency
response, helping people flee the horrors of war, supporting internal
displaced people. Supporting civil society has for long been a priority for us,
they have been helping people's needs, reducing inequalities, holding those
in power accountable and promoting the rule of law, democracy and human
rights. They reach those that the leaders failed to reach. Supporting the
efforts of civil society and exchanging with them, continue to be a
cornerstone of our vision for the Eastern Partnership.

The selfless and relentless work of civil society requires recognition. Most
recently this year, the three civil society representatives have been
recognised by the Nobel Prize. War, war crimes and crimes against
humanity must not become an everyday occurrence for us. Fight against the
war is not limited to any country’s borders, and in that fight, I promise to
never stop supporting you.

Stefano Sannini
Secretary General
European External 
Action Service

The EU's key priority is to support Ukraine in the face of Russian aggression.
We see our world is getting more dangerous, we see international law being
violated, we see a multilateral system under pressure like never before. This
makes it all the more important for us in Europe to stand together and
defend our fundamental values. 

Sviatlana 
Tsikhanouskaya 
Leader, Democratic Belarus

My message has always been this - pressure the regime on one hand, and
support the people on the other. Don’t let the regime silence the voices of
Belarus. Give those voices the microphone. Please do not stop, let’s support
each other and one day, we will win!

Ana Otilia Nuțu
Co-Chair 
EaP CSF Steering Committee 

Resilience, rule of law and security, are the three key words for a stronger
EaP that withstands the war. The receiving of the candidate status and of the
European perspective is a major success, but we should continue supporting
Armenia, Azerbaijan and Belarus
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Panel Debate: a stronger Eastern Partnership
that withstands war

The Russian war of aggression against Ukraine coupled with the European Council’s decision to
grant EU candidate status to Ukraine and Moldova, and the EU perspective to Georgia marked a
new phase in Eastern Partnership policy.

The EaP region evolved into a multi-speed one, with the 6 EaP countries having different
ambitions vis-à-vis the EU, but facing common challenges. Regardless of the stage of their EU
integration ambitions, all EaP countries need a renewed policy offer that draws lessons from the
past, acknowledges the changed political context, including the variety of threats coming from
Russia, and meets the expectations of the post-war reconstruction of Ukraine – a policy fit for
challenging times that delivers for all and leaves no room for EaP partnership fatigue.

This panel discussed the following questions: What will be the priorities of the revised EaP
policy? How will EaP countries benefit from it? What areas of cooperation should be prioritised
and why? How can the EaP support mitigating the effects of Russia’s war in Ukraine?

● Dirk Schuebel, Special Envoy for Eastern Partnership, European External Action Service (EEAS)
● Veronika Movchan, Academic Director, Institute for Economic Research and Policy Consulting (IER)
● Lasha Tugushi, Director, Liberal Academy Tbilisi
● Valery Matskevich, Member of the Belarusian Coordination Council for Eastern Partnership
● Mikhayel Hovhannissian, Program Director, Eurasia Partnership Foundation
● Tania Marocchi, Policy and Advocacy Manager, Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum (moderator)
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Watch the video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xb5QWg_1TZE&t=71s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xb5QWg_1TZE&t=71s


Panel Debate: strengthening energy security
through EaP multilateral cooperation

www.eap-csf.eu | @eapcsf | #EaPCSFPrague

Ana Otilia Nuțu, Co-Chair of the Steering Committee, Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum and Policy
analyst on energy and infrastructure, Expert Forum
Nicholas Cendrowicz, Deputy Head of Unit, DG NEAR, European Commission (online)
Olena Pavlenko, President, DIXI Group (online)
Giorgi Mukhigulishvili, Lead Researcher on Energy and Climate Change, World Experience for Georgia
Anna Gumbau, Journalist (moderator)

There are few sectors where the interests of the EaP and the EU are more closely aligned than
energy, heavily weaponised by Russia in recent months in an attempt to break EU cohesion.
Ukraine and Moldova need strong support from the EU to ensure their energy security over the
winter. Azerbaijan is critical to the energy security of the most vulnerable EU members to
Russian gas supplies but the human rights situation in the country remains dire and fears have
been mounting about trading gas with human rights. Furthermore, the energy crisis risks
favouring anti-democratic forces, feeding populism and extremism in both the EU and EaP.
How can the EU and EaP work together to strengthen energy security in the continent? How can
the risks of energy-crisis induced democratic backsliding be avoided? How can the momentum
be used for a shift to renewables, efforts for energy efficiency, and decarbonisation? How can
we avoid replacing one dependence (on Russian supplies) with another dependence (on
China’s supplies for the renewable industries)?
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Watch the video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nq1NIUe-BYk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nq1NIUe-BYk


Thematic sessions
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Russia's attacks on Ukraine's energy
infrastructure are an attack on the EU's energy
security at large. Ukraine will rebuild its energy
sector and will be a core pillar of the EU's energy
security in the future. In order to improve the
energy situation, the EaP countries should
intensify cooperation with the EU institutions in
strengthening the common security system and
attracting additional investment in green energy.

More resources for CSOs dealing with policy
design in the area of digitalisation, countering
disinformation and surveillance methods should
be allocated in the long run to strengthen the
digital resilience of EaP countries. Withstanding
authoritarian regimes in the offline and online
world(s) across the region means standing
stronger together - EU and EaP. We need more
oversight of companies and foreign
governments selling surveillance technology
used for spying on citizens, activists, journalists
and political opposition.  

The launch of the Eastern Partnership policy in
2009 has marked the end of the EU's Russia-first
approach to Eastern Europe. This was a great
milestone in itself and the last ten years have
marked a progressive distancing from that with
the EaP gaining more and more prominence. The
linkages within the region and among partners
should be strengthened. The EaP should become
a platform for the transfer of experience between
the six countries and the EU, balancing multi-
speed dynamics.

 

Green reconstruction in the EaP: 
addressing the environmental impact of the
war in a sustainable way 

Security cooperation in the EaP: 
resisting authoritarian regimes and
strengthening resilience 

Eastern Partnership Stress Test: 
Between Plans and Realities 
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Jan Lipavský stressed that the support to civil society is an
important priority for the Czech foreign policy and the Czech
Presidency of the Council of the European Union. One of tools
of such support is the Transition Promotion Programme
which financially support civil society organisations, including in
the 5 EaP countries. He pointed that cooperation and mutual
trust between governmental and non-governmental
organisations need to be nurtured and developed further. Such
close cooperation between governments and civil society is a
cornerstone of a successful, sustainable intervention and
boosting transition towards true democratisation and vivid civil
society is a crucial component of any democratic society.  

Your participation and support to the EaP CSF Award 2022 was
highly appreciated as it once again showcased the Czech
Republic’s commitment towards the EaP region and continued
engagement with civil society in this crucial period for the
partnership and difficult times for the partners. Thank you for
being a true friend of the Eastern Partnership Civil Society
Forum.
 

Address by Jan Lipavský, Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Czechia 

www.eap-csf.eu | @eapcsf | #EaPCSFPrague
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Watch the video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gy_BKXz3jJ0&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gy_BKXz3jJ0&t=7s
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Tamar Khidasheli, Director, Democracy Research Institute
Veronica Crețu, Envoy, Open Government Partnership
Shahla Ismayil, Chairperson, The Women’s Association for Rational Development (WARD)
David Cullen, Head of Unit for Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus & Eastern Partnership Coordination (NEAR.C.2),
DG NEAR, European Commission
Alexandra Sabou, Advocacy and EaP Index Manager, Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum (moderator)

EaP CSOs have suffered more and more hits since the last Annual Assembly. EU institutions
and others consider civil society more and more as a key player in the democratisation process.
Irrespective of where the EaP countries are in their route towards the EU (or Rule of Law more
in general), CSO is the constant, withstanding antidemocratic forces inside and outside national
borders.

To deliver on a renewed set of objectives, the EaP multilateral framework should favour the
setup of new agile formats that facilitate regional cooperation and dialogue while strengthening
the joint ownership of the partnership and the need to continuously engage with civil society. As
a constant of the policy, the latter should become an equal reform partner and a recognised
agenda setter with a specifically assigned role within the renewed policy.

Civil society panelists re-affirmed the need for an on-going support support by the EU institutions  
and received an affirmation of the importance of civil society and a commitment for further
support from EU institutions' representative 

 

Panel Debate: Support to civil society in the
EaP countries in light of new developments
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Watch the video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0iLuSodP-GQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0iLuSodP-GQ


Czech and Swedish Presidencies –
symbolic handover

www.eap-csf.eu | @eapcsf | #EaPCSFPrague

Among the main successes of the Czech Presidency, Jan Marian highlighted their support to
Ukraine, including to civil society; maintaining unity at the EU level; more sanctions and more
weapons delivery which need to continue. He pointed that the Eastern Partnership is still an
important to countries which have been granted a candidate status or a European perspective
and that the EaP is very useful frameworks and the only framework where Belarus civil society
and media is still present and engaged. 

Christina Johannesson stressed that the EaP’s has been a success and can continue to be if
all stakeholders stay as partners. Ukraine will be one of the main overall priorities of the Swedish
Presidency and they will be mobilizing such support in every possible way: politically,
economically and humanitarian support. She reassured that the EaP will remain their focus. The
EaP is a unique platform as civil society has been built into this construction from the very
beginning. She said that while we discuss a new, revised eastern Partnership, it becomes
absolutely crucial to ensure that civil society has a seat at a table in all important discussions to
come and one of the main tasks for the Swedish Presidency will be to ensure that. She
promised Swedish Presidency will be an honest broker to keep EU unity, strong supporter to
Ukraine and will constancy menaind about the civil society. 

• Jan Marian, Special Envoy for Eastern Partnership, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech
Republic
• Christina Johannesson, EaP Ambassador, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of
Sweden of Sweden 
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Watch the video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0iLuSodP-GQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0iLuSodP-GQ


Main takeaways 
During three days of the Annual Assembly we covered a lot of topics and here are the main
takeaways: 

• We learnt, that there are three phases of the Eastern Partnership since it was established under
Czech presidency: 1.Vision, 2.Implementation and 3. Political Turmoil/Fragmentation. We are
standing at another crossroad, where our concerted effort is needed to demonstrate our
commitment to democratic values.

 • Cooperation is key – be it bilateral, or multi-lateral. The Eastern Partnership is not a dead end,
we have achieved positive change because we solved problems together. It can evolve and be
shaped as a venue where we address common geopolitical challenges and shape a brighter
future (with the EU acting as an honest broker), tackling challenges we ALL share: rule of law,
anti-corruption, independent judiciary, interconnectivity, energy, security, gender equality, which
are the foundation of everything.

 • Building trust is key to all this. Civil society has had a major role here and continues to do so.

 •  The EU institutions, including the European Commission, the European Parliament and the
European External Action Service stand by their support – be it financial, military, or economic –
in many areas, including to the self-less and relentless work of CSOs not just in Ukraine, but in
the whole region.

 • Support includes to fight disinformation, work on energy security, support to activists – women
and men, humanitarian aid. While external support is crucial, unity and solidarity are the real glue
that keeps us together in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine.

 • We are also in a battle for the hearts and minds of people, for democracy and against
authoritarianism. Peace building and peace keeping are key tools for our journey. This includes
developing a culture of democracy, learning how to deal and resolve conflict, education and
media literacy to stand up against mis- and disinformation.

• We must plan ahead and work on a shared vision – for instance, by preparing to remedy at least
some of the effects of the war in Ukraine. This also includes ensuring that – while of course
defence capacities are crucial at the moment – we have what is needed to tackle the greatest
challenges of our time: climate change & biodiversity loss, which concern all of us deeply.

 • Current crisis is devastating, harsh and hard, but we need and can turn it into an opportunity.
We are better prepared for energy issues across the region now and speeding up innovation in
the energy sector. Many of us agree, that Russian capital and financial gains should be used for
reconstruction.
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Main takeaways 

 • To keep up our resilience in a generally challenging environment our own mental health and
well-being, including burn-out prevention and cybersecurity, are key.

• Enlargement and Eastern partnership paths are closely intertwined. Tools and opportunities
must be complementary. The EaP CSF is key player and partner towards long-lasting and
resilient democracy. It is what we make of it, what we build together, how we are united in
diversity. It is up to us to make the best use of us collaborating, exchanging and learning and to
give this meaning and impact – today, tomorrow and in the future.

www.eap-csf.eu | @eapcsf | #EaPCSFPrague
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Documentary "Transformation" 

Maksym Cherkashyn, Movie Director, Head of Educationally-Analytical Centre for
Community Development NGO (EACCD), Ukraine
Mariia Pachkovska, Co-producer

During the Annual Assembly 2022, we offered an opportunity to our delegates to see
"Transformation", a documentary on civil society in Ukraine from Euromaidan in 2013 to today at
a time of war, which was followed by a discussion with movie directors
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Watch "Transformation" documentary
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z_kY_xVGeEI


Photo exhibition

We displayed a photo exhibition of the two Ukrainian photojournalists:  "Chronicles of the russian
invasion of Ukraine in 2022: the beginning"  by Maks Levin, a correspondent and a documentary
photographer who was documenting the beginning of the Russian full-scale invasion in Ukraine
and was killed in the very start of the war, and  "Izyum: De-occupation" by a photographer  
Konstantyn Reutsky who captured the recently de-occupied city of Izyum and its surrounding
area. 

We are thankful to the Ukrainian embassies in Brussels and Prague for their support and to Vitalii
Usatyi,  Chargé d'affaires of the Ukrainian Embassy in Czechia for his address during the
opening. 
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 Vitalii Usatyi                                  Konstantyn Reutsky

18



Videos and photos

5 December: Opening and welcome speeches, the EaP CSF Award 2022 Ceremony at
the Chamber of Deputies of the Czech Parliament

6 December: Opening and welcome speeches, panel debate: a stronger Eastern
Partnership that withstands war

6 December: Panel Debate: strengthening energy security through EaP multilateral
cooperation 

7 December: Address by Jan Lipavsky, Minister, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech
Republic; Panel Debate: Support to civil society in the EaP countries in light of new
developments 

7 December: Czech and Swedish Presidencies – symbolic handover; closing

Photo gallery
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vrdge7sWATw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vrdge7sWATw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xb5QWg_1TZE&t=71s
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nq1NIUe-BYk
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Thanks and acknowledgements 
Our sincere thanks to our partners and donors for their financial support: 

Funded by

the European Union
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