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EaP CSF Civil Society Award 2025

Awarded to Foreign Policy Council ‘Ukrainian Prism’
Acceptance speech from Mr Hennadiy Maksak, Executive Director

In a ceremony held at the Senate of Belgium on 2 December 2025 in the presence
of Commissioner for Enlargement Marta Kos, Azerbaijani association Women's
Association for Rational Development and Ukraine’s Foreign Policy Council
‘Ukrainian Prism’ received the Eastern Partnership Civil Society Award.

Pronounced on 2 December 2025
at the Senate of the Kingdom of Belgium
Checked against delivery

e are grateful to the Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum for recognising
the contribution of our organisation. | will say frankly, the Ukrainian Prism team
has worked hard not for this recognition, but for prosperous European Ukraine.

This award is actually a testament to the strength of Ukrainian civil society as a
whole, which forms the foundation of our people’s and state’s resilience in the face
of Russian aggression. It is the society that has been fighting for almost four years
and will not give up. It is the Ukrainian society that after a whole night of drone and
missile attacks wakes up and goes to work. It is the society that carries on not only
to survive, but also to push for reforms amid war.

We must also acknowledge that we are standing here on this stage in front of you only
thanks to the courage and self-sacrifice of Ukrainian soldiers. This very moment they
defend us, all of us here, the entire European continent, its democratic values and
dignity. Therefore, let this award serve as a reminder to us all that our independence
and freedom come at a high price, and that we must all be prepared to pay it.

These values are also at the core of Ukrainian Prism. Back in 2015, our think tank
appeared as a result of democratic changes after the Revolution of Dignity. In these
10 years we’ve grown into one of the strongest non-governmental think tanks in
Ukraine focusing on foreign policy and international security. We’ve advised decision-
makers in Ukraine and abroad, created toolkit for expert diplomacy, advocated for



reforms in our region and explained the world through Ukrainian Prism. When Russia
invaded Ukraine in 2022, just as every Ukrainian, we did our utmost, amid analysis and
comments for international media we delivered humanitarian assistance and learned
how to equip bomb shelters in schools.

Every single project and our every action is now evaluated through a simple lens: does
it help Ukraine to win? To win war, but also win peace for the free, democratic state
that respects human rights and dignity and creates opportunities for development.

That is why Ukraine applied for EU membership three days after the start of the full-scale
invasion. In doing so, we made a civilisational choice and testified to our commitment
in the face of death. We have chosen to stand with the free nations and become part of
the European family. We are doing everything we can to make this a reality.

So tonight, as you go to bed, think of the Ukrainians who will be falling asleep in their
homes, perhaps without light or heating, to the sound of sirens and drones carrying
death. Tomorrow morning, when you wake up, think about how you can contribute
to bringing a just peace to Ukraine. This is what we, along with hundreds of other
Ukrainian organisations and volunteers, are doing: making personal and organisational
contributions to defeating the aggressor; ensuring societal stability; and maintaining
the momentum of state reforms.

| would like to end my speech with a quote from the Ukrainian poet Taras Shevchenko:
‘Fight — you will prevail, God will help you.’

Fight for your rights. Fight for your freedom and independence. Fight for your land.

It is our spirit and our knowledge that guarantee a better future for Ukraine and the
countries of Eastern Europe and the South Caucasus.

Hennadiy Maksak
Executive Director

Foreign Policy Council ‘Ukrainian Prism’
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Mr Hennadyi Maksak receiving the EaP CSF Civil Society Award from Commissioner for Enlargement Marta Kos and
Mr Christophe de Nijs, Director General for European Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Belgium.
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