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In its statements of 12 August and 25 August, the Steering Committee of the EaP CSF 

expressed its deep concern at the violent crackdown against peaceful protesters in Belarus, 

following the blatant falsification of the country’s presidential election on 9 August. With more 

than 7500 people – including some of the Forum’s own members – having now been detained 

for the simple act of expressing their desire to live in a free country, the seriousness of the 

ongoing political and human rights crisis cannot be emphasised enough. 

 

https://eap-csf.eu/project/presidential-elections-political-situation-2020-belarus/
https://eap-csf.eu/project/call-to-international-community-on-situation-belarus-2020/
https://eap-csf.eu/project/steering-committee-statement-illegal-detention-of-eapcsf-members-belarus/


 
 
 

 
 
In light of this extremely grave situation, the Steering Committee welcomes the recent remarks 

of the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Josep Borrell 

Fontelles, before the European Parliament, where he reaffirmed the European Union’s refusal 

to recognise Aliaksandr Lukashenka as the legitimately re-elected President of the Republic of 

Belarus. The Steering Committee also welcomes his confirmation of the European Union’s 

intention to adopt sanctions against the perpetrators of election fraud, violence and 

repression. 

 

The European Parliament’s subsequent emphatic endorsement of the implementation of such 

sanctions in its Resolution 2020/2779(RSP) would appear to underline the unity of purpose 

between the European Parliament and European Commission on this issue. However, the 

Steering Committee deeply regrets that the same cannot be said for the European Council. 

 

In its appeal to the government of the Republic of Cyprus on 18 September, the Steering 

Committee underlined the importance of treating the current political and human rights 

emergency in Belarus as entirely separate to other ongoing international developments and 

disputes, and the imperative that no EU member state attaches pre-conditions vis-à-vis their 

European Union counterparts prior to the adoption of sanctions. 

 

Ahead of the Special European Council on 1 and 2 October, and in the wake of the Foreign 

Affairs Council’s failure to reach an agreement on 21 September, the Steering Committee 

reiterates that message today. Any delay in implementing targeted sanctions against the 

perpetrators of electoral fraud and repressive actions in Belarus undermines the impact of the 

European Union’s response to human rights abuses in the country, and by extension, 

strengthens the resolve of the incumbent illegitimate regime - as demonstrated by Aliaksandr 

Lukashenka’s decision to proceed with his inauguration, in secret on 23 September, despite 

weeks of domestic unrest and international condemnation. Worse still, the European Council’s 

inability to reach a firm decision on sanctions lets down the Belarusian people at a time when 

they need international solidarity the most. 

 

With this in mind, the Steering Committee urges the members of the European Council to put 

aside their disagreements on entirely unrelated subjects - while of course continuing to 

recognise the importance of those issues, and engaging in meaningful dialogue on them - and 

to adopt a comprehensive set of sanctions against those responsible for gross violations of 

international human rights norms and electoral standards. Only by matching words with 

actions, can the European Union’s statements of support to the Belarusian people ring true. 
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https://eap-csf.eu/project/steering-committee-statement-republic-cyprus/
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