
 

 

 

Resolution No.12/AA/2016 (draft Resolution No.15/AA/2016)      November 29, 2016, Brussels 

 

 

Resolution of the Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum on the effective monitoring of 

human rights in conflict areas by strengthening the protection of human rights 

defenders in the Eastern Partnership countries 

 

During the EaP CSF Conference “On the frontline: human rights situation in the Eastern 

Partnership countries” held in Chisinau on 20 September 2016 the following problems were 

identified: 

 Lack of human rights monitoring and protection in conflict zones   

 Human rights challenges in the Eastern Partnership (EaP) countries and international 

mechanisms  

 Human rights defenders: best practices in campaigning, networking, fundraising but 

also concerns and risks 

By adopting this resolution, the Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum (EaP CSF) 

reaffirms its commitment to  the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, International 

Covenants on Human Rights, as well as the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders1. 

Since 1998 appeals to all states to promote and put the UN Declaration on Human Rights 

Defenders into practice have been included in the UN General Assembly’s annual resolutions 

on this Declaration. The EaP CSF considers necessary to adjust the legislation in the EaP 

countries in accordance with the provisions of the Declaration in order to promote its 

implementation by the governments.  

The effective protection of civil society is extremely important as the increasing pressure 

upon human rights defenders working in the protracted conflicts’ regions undermines efforts to 

monitor the implementation of human rights.  

Human rights defenders play an important role in democratic societies and the difficult 

situation faced by human rights defenders in a number of the EaP countries should be taken 

into consideration. They regularly encounter threats and infringements on their personal safety, 

as well being targeted by smear campaigns. There is a need for a special and strengthened 

protection of human rights defenders in the EaP countries at national and regional levels.  

                                                           
1 Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized 

Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, 1998, Article 1, http://www.un.org/ru/documents/decl_conv/declarations/defender.shtml. 



 
Governments are primarily responsible for the protection of human rights defenders 

States must comply with both negative and positive obligations towards their protection. Based 

on the above, and in order to observe the international obligations of EaP countries, the EaP 

CSF suggests the following recommendations:  

 To consider and discuss during open public hearings the possibility of adopting 

a special law on the protection and support for human rights defenders according 

to the Model Law for the Recognition and Protection of Human Rights 

Defenders developed by the International Service for Human Rights (ISHR).2  

 To amend the existing national legislation that contradicts the UN Declaration 

on Human Rights Defenders in order to provide human rights defenders with 

more possibilities to carry out their work in protecting fundamental rights and 

freedoms.  

 To apply immediately the principles of protection of Human Rights Defenders. 

The EU should offer not only financial but also political support to HRD 

activities and CSOs in difficult situations. 

 To examine the Report on Good Practices in the Protection of Human Rights 

Defenders by the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights 

defenders in order to make a decision on the establishing of a national 

mechanism for the protection of human rights defenders.  

 To carry out a fast, impartial, and effective investigation of each case of threats 

to human rights defenders and to inform the public of the results of the  

investigation. 

 To establish an independent and well-resourced mechanism (commission) that 

could gather information on the infringement of human rights defenders’ rights.  

 To strengthen the role of local authorities with regards to the support and 

protection of human rights defenders.  

 To address the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights 

defenders and invite them to visit the countries on a regular basis. To reply to 

the Special Rapporteur’s messages and to ensure due consideration of their 

recommendations.  

 To develop an action plan on the implementation of the UN Declaration on 

Human Rights Defenders. 

                                                           
2 ISHR Legal protection of human rights defenders http://www.ishr.ch/news/legal-recognition-protection 


