
 
 

 
Secretariat of the Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum 

Rue de l'Industrie 10, 1000 Brussels, Belgium 
Tel. +32 (0)2 893 2585; email: info@eap-csf.eu 

www.eap-csf.eu 

Brussles, 28 November 2016  

 
 

Remarks by the EaP CSF Steering Committee Members  

Dovile Šukytė and Iryna Sushko  

during the presentation of the EaP CSF Pavel Sheremet Award to Mykola Semena 

 

Dovilė Šukytė, EaP CSF Steering Committee Member:  

Dear Commissioner, extinguished guests and members of the Forum,  

The tragic death of the Belarusian-born journalist Pavel Sheremet earlier this year in Kiev 

once again brought our attention to the challenges journalists and media freedom in the 

Eastern Partnership face. These brave women and men chose - the truth – as their main tool 

to fight social inequalities, abuse of entrusted powers by public officials and attempts to limit 

fundamental civil liberties and human rights. Stories these journalists write are not easy to 

read and accept, especially as they stress the shortcomings not only of our governments but 

also of our societies, including us all as their integral part.  

According to the Freedom of the Press report by Freedom House, three of six Eastern 

Partnership countries (Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine) are Partly Free, while other three 

(Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Belarus) – Not Free. Journalists are being intimidated, persecuted 

and face physical attacks, some of which result in death. Additionally, oppression, censorship 

and monopolistic threats are being directed to the media channels. The loss of Mr Sheremet 

only confirms the importance and the need of such journalists. 

Iryna Sushko, EaP CSF Steering Committee Member: 

In memory of Mr Sheremet and his devotion to exposing wrongdoings and presenting the 

truth, the EAP CSF has established a journalism award to be given to another exemplary 

journalist – Mykola Semena. A native of Crimea Mr Semena was outspoken when bringing 

attention to the illegal annexation of Crimea and human rights violations in the peninsula. As 

a result, he faces criminal charges for public incitement to violation of the territorial integrity 

of the Russian Federation committed with the use of media. (Sentence for such charges is 5 

years of jail.). Currently, Mr Semena is banned from traveling from Crimea, even for the 

reason of medical treatment that he requires.  
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With this award EaP CSF expresses its support, admiration and gratitude to Mr Semena. We 

hope that this award will serve as a reminder about the life threatening conditions journalists 

in the Eastern Partnership countries face and will encourage us – the prominent leaders of 

EaP and EU civil society – to cooperate among ourselves, with the regional media and with 

our governments in order to improve the working environment for journalists. This is because 

a safe and free media is a key component of the freedom of speech, expression and belief. 

Since Mr Semena due to the travel ban could not join us today. His colleagues Nenad Pejic, 

Vice President of the Radio Free Europe / Radio Liberty Vice President, and Volodymyr 

Prytula, chief editor of Crimea.Reality project of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty are here 

to receive the award on Mr Semena’s behalf and to pass his message.  

 


